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USA Rice Federation is the global advocate for all segments of the U.S. rice industry with a mission to promote and protect 
 the interests of producers, millers, merchants and allied businesses. 
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Meetings 
 
RMA Honors Ralph S. Newman Jr. with Distinguished Service Award 
 
NAPA, CA — The USA Rice Millers’ Association 
(RMA) today presented its Distinguished Service 
Award to Ralph S. Newman Jr.  A Louisiana native, 
Newman retired in 1996 after a successful 36-year 
career in the rice industry, including as an executive 
with both American Rice, Inc. and Farmers’ Rice 
Cooperative.    
 Newman also held various leadership positions, 
including two terms as chairman of RMA.  He has 
also been a member of the boards of numerous 
organizations at the state-level and in Washington 
and was interim president and CEO of the USA Rice 
Federation in 1996. 

RMA Chairman Mike Sandrock, right, presents 
the Distinguished Service Award to Ralph S. 
Newman Jr.  

  RMA Chairman Mike Sandrock, who once 
worked for Newman and presented the award to him 
today, called Newman a dedicated and tireless leader 
who delivered everything he advertised.   
 In accepting the award, Newman said that he is impressed with the knowledge and participation of the 
staff and members of RMA and said the organization is “a better organization today than it ever was in the 
‘good ’ole days’.”  He credited his wife of 46-years, Ann-Boyd Newman, for her support, which he said 
enabled him to achieve many of his accomplishments. 
 The Distinguished Service Award is bestowed only when the RMA Board of Directors determines the 
honor is merited by extraordinary lifetime contributions to the U.S. rice milling industry.  
 
 Contact: Stacy Fitzgerald-Redd, (703) 236-1458 
 
 
Government Affairs 

USA Rice Federation Backs U.S.-Cuba Agricultural Trade Language in Appropriations Bill 

WASHINGTON — The House Appropriations Committee today approved as part of its fiscal year 
(FY) 2009 funding measure for financial services and general government, a provision to deny FY 
2009 funding to implement the Treasury Department’s Office of Foreign Assets Control (OFAC) 2005 
payment in advance rule for U.S.-Cuba agricultural trade.  If the bill were to become law, it would allow 
Cuba, in FY 2009, to pay for U.S. agricultural exports upon arrival, rather than paying for them 
before leaving U.S. ports, which is the purpose of the OFAC rule.  
 In a letter Tuesday to Appropriations Committee and Subcommittee leaders, USA Rice Federation 
President and CEO Betsy Ward said, “The USA Rice Federation strongly supports efforts to remove 
statutory and regulatory restrictions on direct trade with Cuba, including the Cuba trade bill language 
contained in the Financial Services and General Government Appropriations Subcommittee’s fiscal year  
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